
2017 Hoboken School District Summer Reading Project 
There is far more that unites us than divides us….. 

 
Although it is often quoted the sentiment could not be truer.  The purpose of the summer reading 
project is to provide students in various grade levels with a shared reading experience 
culminating in a celebration of diversity that is the Hoboken School District.  It spans the grades 
from the concrete, where do I come from? To the conceptual, where am I going? The Hoboken 
Public School District, did extensive work throughout the 2016-2017 school year to identify the 
attributes of the true Hoboken Student.  These novels were selected because of their rigor, 
relevancy and the relationships they will foster among our students.   
All prompts are narrative; students will engage with narrative writing upon return in September 
2017.   
 
Rising 1st through 3rd Grade Students 
Heritage Project: Where do I come from? 
Please see the attached book list for each grade level. 
 
Students will interview family members to learn about their heritage. 
Phase 1 
Ask your family member questions about their early life. Have the family member discuss birth 
to young adulthood. Begin with somewhat more factual questions about the person’s ancestry, 
upbringing, and early life. Move on to questions about high school, college or young adult years. 
Typical questions might include: 
• What is your earliest memory? 
• Describe your relationship with your parents, grandparents, or caregivers. 
• What do you remember them teaching you? 
• What was it like being a teenager? 
• What were you learning at this time in your life? 
• What was college like for you? Did you have a favorite area of study? 
• If you did not attend college, what did you do once you turned eighteen? 
• What did you do in your twenties/thirties? 
• What were your jobs during this time? What were they like to work at? 
• Were there any significant others that came into your life at this time? 
• How did they influence you? 
 
Phase 2 
With your family member, explore major turning points in life and career and important lessons 
learned. Explore the significance of events and people to whom the person is today.  
Typical questions and talking points might include: 
• How/when did you meet your future husband/wife or mate? 
• What discoveries did you make during this time? 
• How did that experience influence who you are today? 
• How did having children/godchildren/nieces/nephews affect you? 
• What are you most proud of? 



 
 
Phase 3 
Ask your family member questions about their life now, and as they reflect on the past.  
Typical questions and talking points might include: 
• What has affected you and your family most? 
• What has been the most significant change you see in yourself? 
• What is a typical day like for you now? 
• During this time, what is of most importance to you? 
• Talk about your life philosophy. What values do you hold most dear? 
 
Students will create a picture collage of their family members and compose a story of how 
they learned about their family member who was interviewed.  Students must consider the 
following:  How did this project allow them to connect to a family member?   Students will 
also submit the answers to the questions from their interview.  
In the beginning of the year, children will learn about their peers through a think, pair, 
and share of this project.  What made this project special to them?  How did the 
information they learned about their family member shape their understanding of 
themselves?  As a result of this project, how did you grow as a person, student, and leader?  
 
Rising 4th  
How do I relate to others? 
Book: Who Was Anne Frank? By Ann Abramson (Lexile: 660) 
In her amazing diary, Anne Frank revealed the challenges and dreams common for any young 
girl. But Hitler brought her childhood to an end and forced her and her family into hiding. Who 
Was Anne Frank? looks closely at Anne’s life before the secret annex, what life was like in 
hiding, and the legacy of her diary. Black-and-white illustrations including maps and diagrams 
provide historical and visual reference in an easy-to-read biography written in a way that is 
appropriate and accessible for younger readers. 
 
Rising 5th and 6th Grade Students 
How do I relate to others? 
Book: Anne Frank Remembered By Miep Gies (Lexile: 920) 
She found the diary and brought the world a message of love and hope. It seems as if we are 
never far from Miep's thoughts....Yours, Anne.  For the millions moved by Anne Frank: The 
Diary of a Young Girl, here at last is Miep's own astonishing story. For more than two years, 
Miep Gies and her husband helped hide the Franks from the Nazis. Like thousands of unsung 
heroes of the Holocaust, they risked their lives each day to bring food, news, and emotional 
support to the victims. From her own remarkable childhood as a World War I refugee to the 
moment she places a small, red-orange, checkered diary -- Anne's legacy -- in Otto Frank's 
hands, Miep Gies remembers her days with simple honesty and shattering clarity. Each page 
rings with courage and heartbreaking beauty. 



 
Prompt:  Students will use their imagination to create an alternative ending to the story.  
Each writer will assume that Anne did not pass away and explore how she would have 
evolved as an adult.  What stories and advice would she give to her children and 
grandchildren?  
 
 
Project: Students will work to create a technology-based interview of a figure from The 
Diary of Anne Frank that they connect to, or want to delve into more deeply.  Students can 
adopt a format like Ted-Talks, Oprah, Dateline, The Real, etc.  Students in classes/grade 
levels can work together and pair up.  Students should complete the scripts prior to the 
start of school, the technology portion of the assignment will be completed during the first 
two weeks of school in class.  Questions and answers should be scripted.  The finished 
product will be displayed to other grades.   
 
Rising 7th through 9th Grade Students 
How do I fit into a global picture? 
Book: The Boy who Harnessed the Wind 

Lexile level: 910 
 
William Kamkwamba was born in Malawi, a country where magic ruled and modern science 
was mystery. It was also a land withered by drought and hunger. But William had read about 
windmills, and he dreamed of building one that would bring to his small village a set of luxuries 
that only 2 percent of Malawians could enjoy: electricity and running water. His neighbors called 
him misala—crazy—but William refused to let go of his dreams. With a small pile of once-
forgotten science textbooks; some scrap metal, tractor parts, bicycle halves, and an armory of 
curiosity and determination, he embarked on a daring plan to forge an unlikely contraption and 
small miracle that would change the lives around him. 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind is a remarkable true story about human inventiveness and its 
power to overcome crippling adversity. It will inspire anyone who doubts the power of one 
individual's ability to change his community and better the lives of those around him. 

Students will respond to a prompt:  
Perseverance and dedication are two of the themes that we see in the novel, and are important 
characteristics for anyone.  Write a story about a time that you persevered in the face of a 
challenge.  What drove you to keep trying?  Remember to write in the first person; this is your 
story.   
 
 
Project One: Students will create a timeline of their lives through pictures; they will discuss their 



life with peers throughout the first week of school.  They will discuss the significance of each 
picture that they chose.  The last picture should be culminating, how does this final picture make 
the statement regarding your resiliency?   
 
 
Project two will be completed during the first two weeks of school.   
 
Project Two: Students will work in their Social Studies and Science classes to identify a 
community problem, and propose a solution to this problem.  The presentation of the solution 
can be a proposal to the school/community officials.   

Rising 10th and 11th Grade Students 
Grades 11-12: I Am Malala 

Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said 
music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls 
couldn't go to school.  Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, 
Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. She fought for her right to be educated. And 
on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding 
the bus on her way home from school.  No one expected her to survive. 

Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace 
Prize winner. In this book, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl who knew from a 
young age that she wanted to change the world -- and did. 

Malala's powerful story will open your eyes to another world and will make you believe in hope, 
truth, miracles and the possibility that one person -- one young person -- can inspire change in 
her community and beyond. 

 
Prompt:  Malala’s powerful story reminds us that one person can inspire change, and that 
through adversity a person’s resilience can triumph.  In a well-crafted essay, write about a time 
when you doubted yourself and overcame that doubt to accomplish something.  What did you 
learn from that experience? How do you take that lesson and that feeling with you through life?  
Relate your experience to that of Malala’s; she was resilient and showed firmness of character.  
How do you take her example and make it a part of your goals in life?  
 
Project (to be completed upon return to school in September): Book talk in the form of a podcast 
to be shared with elementary and middle school students as a living work of art.  The theme is on 
resilience…optimism, confidence and creativity.  The ELA and Social Studies classes will work 
together on this project.   
 
 
 



Rising Seniors: The task of crafting a college essay can be daunting.  To help you prepare 
for this task there are many memoirs to choose from.  Please refer to the supplemental 
reading list to help with this task.   

College Essay Prompts: Choose 1 from each category:  

Category I: Common Core Application: 

 
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they 

believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please 

share your story.  

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 

Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what 

did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your 

thinking? What was the outcome?  

4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual 

challenge, a research query, and an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no 

matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to 

identify a solution. 

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and 

a new understanding of yourself or others.  

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. 

Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?  

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that 

responds to a different prompt, or one of your own designs.  

 
 



Category II: Supplemental  
 
1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced 
others, helped resolve disputes, or contributed to group efforts over time. 

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, 
original and innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your 
creative side. 

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and 
demonstrated that talent over time? 

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to 
overcome an educational barrier you have faced. 

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to 
overcome this challenge. How has this challenge affected your academic achievement? 

6. Describe your favorite academic subject and explain how it has influenced you. 

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place? 
 
Category III: Vocational 

1. Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates your character or 
helped to shape it. 

2. Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which the greater good 
was your focus. Discuss the challenges and rewards of making your contribution. 

3. Has there been a time when you’ve had a long cherished or accepted belief challenged? How 
did you respond? How did the challenge affect your beliefs? 

4. What is the hardest part of being a teenager now? What is the best part? What advice would 
you give a younger sibling or friend (assuming they would listen to you)? 
 
5. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to 
overcome an educational barrier you have faced. 

6. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to 
overcome challenge. How has this challenge affected your academic achievement? 


